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A Socio - Psychological Study of Negro 
Children of Superior Intelligence * 

MARTIN D. JENKINS 

The gifted child has been the 
subject of extended research dur- 
ing the past fifteen years. Numer- 
ous studies, notably those of Ter- 
man,1 Witty2 and Hollingworth3 
have revealed much of psychologi- 
cal and educational significance 
concerning the incidence, and char- 
acteristics of American children 
of superior intelligence. The Negro 
child of superior intelligence, how- 
ever, has been almost altogether 
neglected; little is known about the 
incidence and characteristics of 
such children. The study herein 
reported was undertaken to remedy 
this hiatus in psychological knowl- 
edge. 

PROBLEM 
The research was designed to 

answer the following questions: 
*This -article is based on the writer's 

doctoral dissertation. The research was 
done under the direction of Professor Paul 
A. Witty of Northwestern University. 
Professor Witty and the writer have col- 
laborated in the publication of two 
phases of the study. Cf. "The educa- 
tional achievement of a group of gifted 
Negro children." Journal of Educational 
Psychology, 25: 585-97, N 1934; and, The 
case of "B"-a gifted Negro girl. Jour- 
nal of Social Psychology, 6: 117-24, F 
1935. See also Martin Jenkins, "A Socio- 
Psychological Study of Negro Children 
of Superior Intelligence." Unpublished 
Doctor's Dissertation. Evanston: North- 
western University, 1935. 

The term intelligence is used through- 
out to denote test-intelligence. 

'L. M. Terman, Genetic Studies of 
Genius- (Mental and Physical Traits of 
a Thousand Gifted Children.) Palo Alto: 
Stanford University Press, 1925. 

'Paul A. Witty, "A Study of one hun- 
dred Gifted Children," Bulletin, Univer- 
sity of Kansas, Vol. II, No. 7, 1930. 

'Leta S. Hollingworth, Gifted Children, 
New York: Macmillian & Co., 1929. 

1. What is the incidence of 
Negro children of superior intel- 
ligence in a segment of the school 
population of Chicago, Illinois? 

2. At what age and grade-level 
are Negro children of superior in- 
telligence found? 

3. In what respects do superior 
Negro children conform to the gen- 
eral pattern of superior children 
studied by previous investigators 
in matters such as home back- 
ground, educational achievement, 
interests and developmental his- 
tory? 

4. What is the racial composi- 
tion of Negro children of superior 
intelligence? 

PROCEDURE 
Selection of Subjects.-The sub- 

jects of this study were identified 
in a systematic search for superior 
Negro children in grades 3-8 of 
seven public schools of Chicago. In 
these schools there are approxi- 
mately eight thousand Negro chil- 
dren. The method of selection was 
similar to that used by Terman.4 
Classroom teachers nominated the 
following children: (1) the child 
thought most intelligent, (2) the 
child 'doing the best classroom work 
and' (3) children one or more half- 
years underage for grade. 

Five hundred and thirty-nine 
children, who constituted approxi- 
mately 6.5 per cent of their school 
population, were nominated by 

'L. M. Terman. op. cit. Ch. 2. 
175 
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teachers. The McCall Multi-Mental 
Scale, a group test of mental abil- 
ity, was administered to 512 of the 
nominees and the Stanford-Binet 
examination (abbreviated form), 
an individual test of mental ability, 
was then given to every child who 
had been credited with an I.Q. of 
120 or more on the McCall Scale. 
One hundred three children of 
Stanford-Binet I.Q. 120 or above 
were identified; these children 
constitute the subjects of the study. 

Tests and Instruments Used.- 
The following tests and instru- 
ments were administered: The New 
Stanford Achievement Test, Ad- 
vanced Examination, Form W; 
The Personal Index (a battery 
of four character and personality 
tests); The Pupil Report (a ques- 
tionnaire concerning pupil interests 
and activities); and The Sims 
Score Card for Socio-Economic 
Status. In addition, each subject 
was rated by one teacher on traits 
such as leadership, originality, et 
cetera; and information relative to 
the heredity and environmental 
background, developmental his- 
tory, school progress, interests and 
aptitudes of subjects of I.Q. 125 
or above was secured by interviews 
with parents. 

THE COMMUNITY BACKGROUND 
Objective test scores reflect cul- 

tural as well as innate factors. Es- 
sential to a valid interpretation of 
test data is an understanding of 
the socio-economic milieu of the in- 
dividual or groups whose test per- 
formance is being evaluated. The 
superior children discussed in this 
paper all live in Chicago's South 

Side between 45th and 68th Streets. 
This section is populated almost 
exclusively with Negroes. The com- 
munity affords opportunity for edu- 
cational and cultural development 
-standard schools providing in- 
struction from the kindergarten 
through the university, libraries, 
museums, parks, et cetera, are 
available to all persons. The com- 
munity contains a large number of 
professional and well-to-do per- 
sons, but there is a large number 
of indigent persons in the area. 
(Approximately 20 to 25 per cent 
of the total population of the area 
are on the relief rolls.) The areas 
in which the seven schools included 
in the survey are located, are, in 
general, of somewhat higher socio- 
economic level than the average 
Negro residential area in Chicago. 

RELATED STUDIES 

The considerable body of litera- 
ture relating to children of su- 
perior intelligence has recently 
been summarized by Terman and 
Burks5 and the studies concerned 
with the intelligence test perform- 
ance of Negro children have been 
revived and analyzed by a number 
of writers.( Consequently, it will 

'L. M. Terman and B. S. Burks, "The 
Gifted Child." In Murchison, Carl (Ed.) 
The Handbook of Child Psychology (Sec- 
ond revised edition.) Worchester: Clarke 
University, 1933. pp. 773-801. 

'Cf. T. R. Garth, Race Psychology. 
New York; McGraw-Hill, 1932; J. St. 
Clair Price, Negro-White Differences in 
General Intelligence. JOURNAL OF NEGRO 
EDUCATION, 3:424-52, J1 1934; P. A. 
Witty and H. C. Lehman, "Racial Dif- 
ferences; The Dogma of Superiority." 
Journal of Social Psychology. 1930; D. 
Yoder, "The Present Status of the Ques- 
tion of Racial Differences." Journal of 
Educational Psychology, 19: 463-70, 1928. 
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be necessary here only to comment 
upon those studies which bear di- 
rectly upon Negro children of su- 
perior intelligence. 

Bond's7 article in 1926 was the 
first published work dealing with 
Negro children of superior intelli- 
gence. He reports that eight of the 
thirty-three children tested by him 
scored at or above 130 I.Q. on the 
Stanford-Binet examination. The 
chief value of this study lies in the 
author's recognition of the import- 
ance of the study of Negro de- 
viates in the upper I.Q. levels. 

Proctor's8 unpublished study of 
high I.Q. Negro children of Wash- 
ington, D.C., represents the first 
thorough study of Negro children 
of superior intelligence. Proctor 
presents case studies of thirty chil- 
dren whose I.Q.'s (Stanford-Binet) 
range from 129-175. The group of 
superior Negro children conforms 
to the general pattern of superior 
children at most points. This study 
affords cogent evidence that the 
superior Negro child is not an 
anomaly in the elementary school 
population. 

Terwillinger's9 unpublished mas- 
ter's thesis represents an -attempt 
to identify Negro children of 125 
I.Q. or above in certain public 
schools in New York City. This in- 

7H. M. Bond, Some Exceptional Negro 
Children. Crisis, 34: 257-59, 1927. 

'Lillian S. Proctor. "A Case Study of 
Thirty Superior Colored Children of 
Washington, D.C.," Unpublished Master's 
Thesis. Chicago: University of Chi- 
cago,, 1929. 

'Janet Terwillinger, "A Study of Ne- 
gro Children of I.Q. Above 125." Un- 
published Master's Thesis. New York: 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 
1934. 

vestigator reports that her sub- 
jects were drawn from a total 
population of more than seven 
thousand children. In fact, how- 
ever, the ten subjects reported by 
her were all drawn from two 
schools in which the combined en- 
rollment was 3,581. Long10 devotes 
a section of his study of the test 
intelligence of third grade children 
selected on the basis of socio-eco- 
nomic status to a superior group. 
(120 I.Q. and above). Long's find- 
ing will be cited later. 

Other studies of Negro children 
neglect the upper deviates. Analy- 
sis of published studies, however, 
reveals that many Negro children 
of high I.Q. have been found. Fif- 
teen studies of Negro children 
which report subjects above 120 
I.Q. are listed in Table I. The 
studies cited were made in various 
localities and under varying condi- 
tions. Consequently, one may not 
justifiably generalize concerning 
the incidence of Negro children of 
high I.Q. from a composite of the 
studies. It is not without signifi- 
cance, however, that in some in- 
stances, the proportion of high I.Q. 
children approaches or exceeds the 
normal proportion of such children 
in the white population.1' 

10H. H. Long, "Test Results of Third- 
Grade Children Selected on the Basis of 
Socio-Economic Status." I, JOURNAL OF 
NEGRO EDUCATION 4: 192-212, Ap 1935. 
"1The commonly accepted figures for the 

distribution of I.Q.'s of unselected 
American school children is as follows: 

Six per cent score at or above 120 I.Q. 
One per cent score at or above 130 I.Q. 
Four tenths per cent score at 

or above .... 140 I.Q. 
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TABLE I. STUDIES WHICH INCLUDE NEGRO CHILDREN OF 120 I.Q. AND ABOVE 

Casesinl. Q. Intervals 

Investigator Date Locality Test N _ _ 
120-29 130-39 140- 

Clark7.. . 1923 Calif.. National ...... 500 177*t . ... 12 
Longs...........1934 D.C . Kuhlnan-Anderson. 4,864 177 50 10 
Bondg9 ... 1926 Okla....... Stanford-Binet..... 33 ...... 7 1 
Strachen' . 1926 Mo.. . Stanford-Binet 609 14*? 5*11 1*0 
Hewitt.1. 1930 Va ......... Illinois ............ 90 4 2 1 
Schwegler and 

Winn ........ 1920 Kansas . . . . Stanford-Binet 58 1 1 
Goodenough13 1926 Tenn., La Goodenough .613 8 1 

Calif. Goodenough ...... 69 3 ...... 1 
Lacy4 ......... 1926 Okla.. . Stanford-Binet 817 14 2 1 
Hirsch15 ......... 1926. Tenn..... Dearborn ......... 449 7 1 
Garth and 

Whatley' . 1925 Texas ...... National .1,272 9 ............ 
Beckham .7. 1339 Md., D.C., 

N.Y. Stanford-Binet. 1,100 18 5 ...... 
Terwilligerl . 1934 N.Y. . Stanford-Binet . 3,681 4 4 2 
Proctor19 ........ 1929 D.C. Stanford-Binet... 1 16 13 
Long20........ 1935 D.C . ...... Stanford-Binet 25 4 5 

Jenkins2 . 1935 Ill . McCall. 8,145 82 54 36 
Stanford-Binet. . 8,145 45 39 29 

*Number of cases computed from percentages. 
tI.Q. 110-139. 
I.Q. 116-125. 
I.Q. 126-135. 

01.Q. 136 and above. 
tNot given. 
7W. W. Clark, Los Angeles Negro Children, Educ. Res. Bull., Los Angeles Public Schools. Vol. 3. No. 2. 1923. 
8H. H. Long "The Intelligence of Colored Elementary Pupils. JOURNAL NEGRO EDUCATION, 3:205-222. 1934. 
9H. M. Bond. op. cit. 
'OLexie Strachen, "Distribution of Intelligence Quotients of Twenty-Two Thousand Primary School Children," 
Journal Educational Educational Research, 16:169-174. 1926. 

"A. Hewitt. "A Comparative Study of the Intelligence of White and Colored Children," Elementary School 
Journal, 31:111-119. 1930. 

"R. A. Schwegler and M. A. Winn, "A Comparative Study of the Intelligence of White and Colored Children," 
Journal Educational Research, 2:838-848. 1920. 

"Florence Goodenough. "Racial Differences in the Intelligence of School Children," Journal Experimental 
Psychology, 9:388-397. 1926. 

'4L. D. Lacy. "Relative Intelligence of White and Colored Children. Elementary School Journal, 26:542-546; 
1926. 

"5M. D. Hirsch. A Study of Natio-Racial Differences. Genetic Psychology Monographs, Vol. I. No. 3. 1926. 
16T. R. Garth and G. A. Whatley. "The Intelligence of Southern Negro Children, School and Society, 22:501-505. 
1925. 

17A. S. Beckham. "A Study of the Intelligence of Colored Adolescents of Different Socio-Economic Status in 
Typical Metropolitan Areas. Journal Social and Abnormal Psychology, 4:70-91, 1933. 

'5Janet Terwilliger, op. cit. 
9Lillian S. Proctor, op. cit. 
20H. H. Long. "Test Results of Third Grade Negro Children Selected on the Basis of Socio-Economic Status. 
1. JOURNAL NEGRO EDUCATION 4:192-212. 1935. 

2"Present study. 

Analysis of the literature leads 
to two conclusions: (1) The Negro 
child of high I.Q. is not an anomaly 
in the school population, (2) Su- 
perior Negro children manifest, in 
general, the same characteristics 
as do other children of superior in- 
telligence. 

THE FINDINGS 

ncidence of Negro Children of 
Superior Intelligence 

The McCall Multi-Mental Scale 
Data.-Limitation of time pre- 
vented the -writer from adminis- 
tering an individual examination to 



A SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY 179 

all of the pupils nominated by 
teachers. A group test, the McCall 
Multi-Mental Scale'2 was utilized 
as a means of selecting nominees 
for individual examination. This 
test was administered to 512 pu- 
pils nominated by teachers. The 
pupils nominated constitute 6.3 per 
cent of the total enrollment of 8,145 
pupils. 

The mean McCall I.Q. of the 
group of nominees is 115.3 (S.D.= 
15.7). Seven per cent of the group 
score at or above 140 I.Q., and 33.5 
per cent of the group score at or 

TABLE II. ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE OF HIGH I.Q'S (MCCALL) OF CHILDREN 
IN A POPULATION OF 8.145 NEGRO PUPILS (BASED ON THE TEST PER- 

FORMANCE OF 512 HIGHLY SELECTED SUBJECTS) 

Per cent of total population of 
McCall I.Q. N 8,145 pupils equaling or exceeding 
Above 149 ........................ 14 .17 
Above 139 ........................ 36 .44 
Above 129 .................. - ... 90 1.11 
Above 119 ........................ 127 2.11 

above 120 I.Q. The estimated per- 
centages of high I.Q.'s (McCall) in 
the total population of 8,145 pupils 
is given in Table II. Of the total 
population, 2.11 per cent score at 
or above 120 I.Q., 1.11 per cent 
score at or above 130 LQ. and 0.44 
per cent score at or above 140 I.Q. 

The Stanford-Binet Exa-mination 

" Cf. William McCall, Manual of Direc- 
tions for the McCall Multi-Mental Scale. 
New York. Teachers College Bureau of 
Publications, 1925. 

"I.Q.'s were "corrected" in accordance 
with Terman's procedure: The method 
is described in Genetic Studies in Genius. 
Vol. I. as follows: 

"An attempt has been made to correct the I.Q.'s 
to correspond to what they would have been had 
the scale been more nearly adequate in the upper 
range. . . . The correction used involved the fol- 

Data.-One hundred-three children 
attained a Stanford-Binet I.Q. of 
120 or more.'3 The I.Q.'s range 
from 120, the arbitarily selected 
lower limit, to 200. The distribu- 
tion of I.Q.'s is as follows: 

I.Q. N 
200-209 ................. 1 
190-199 .. 0 
180-189 .. 0 
170-179 .. 0 
160-169 .. 1 
150-159 .. 9 
140-149 .. 18 
130-139 .. 29 
120-129 .. 45 

Total ... 103 

The mean I.Q. is 134.2 (S.D.== 
12.3). Twenty-seven subjects test 
at or above 140 I.Q. and fifty-five 
subjects attain at or above 130 I.Q. 
No children are found within the 
I.Q. range 170-190. 

Table III shows the estimated 
percentages of high I.Q.'s, (Stan- 
ford-Binet) in each of the seven 

lowing addition of months to the mental age score 
for those passing various numbers of test out of 
the total of twelve tests in year groups 16 and 18. 
Tests passed in 16 and 18.5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Number of months added.3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24" 

The validity of the method was checked 
by comparing the number. of very high 
I.Q. children at various age levels. When 
the correction was used the frequency 
children scoring above I.Q. 170 showed 
little tendency to increase in the total 
age range covered. (pp. 42-43.) 
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TABLE III. ESTIMATED PERCENTAGE OF HIGH I.Q.'S (STANFORD-BINET) FOR 
EACH OF SEVEN SCHOOLS AND FOR THE TOTAL POPULATION OF 

8,145 NEGRo PUPILS BASED ON THE TEST PERFORMANCE OF 
100 HIGHLY SELECTED SUBJECTS 

S c h o ol s Per cent of 
I.Q. A B C D E F G total 

P e r c e n t s Population 
Above 139 ...... . 80 .83 .57 .41 .18 .16 .0 .33 
Above 129 ...... 1.43 1.57 1.14 .50 .50 .47 .21 .66 
Above 119 ...... 2.53 2.31 2.00 1.25 .86 .71 .57 1.23 

schools and in the total popula- 
tion.'4 Of the total population of 
8,145 children, 1.23 per cent score 
at or above 120 I.Q., 0.66 per cent 
score at or above 130 I.Q. and 0.33 
per cent score at or above 140 I.Q. 
Disparate proportions of high 
I.Q.'s are found in the various 
schools. The percentage of gifted 
children (140 I.Q. or above), for 
example, ranges from 0.80 per cent 
in school A to .00 per cent in school 
G. 

Sex Differences.-No significant 
sex difference in I.Q. was found 
(D/Sigma Diff. - .38. The mean 
I.Q. of boys is 134.6 (S.D. 10.8) 
and of girls 133.9 (S.D. 13.0). 
The highest I.Q. was earned by a 
girl. 

There are seventy-two girls and 
only thirty-one boys in this group 
of superior Negro children. The 
greater frequency of girls obtains 
at each I.Q. interval and was ob- 
served in all but one of the schools 
surveyed. The sex ratio is 232:100 

'4The proportion of superior children 
found varies with the nature of the pop- 
ulation. Terman, for example, found the 
following percentages of gifted children 
(140 I.Q. and above) to school population 
in four California cities: 

Los Angeles ........ 0.30 per cent 
San Francisco ...... 0.43 per cent 
Oakland 0.44 per cent 
Berkeley and Almeda 1.00 per cent 

Cf. L. M. Terman, op. cit. p. 29. 

on the basis of the McCall I.Q. 
(512 subjects) and 233:100 on the 
basis of the Stanford-Binet I.Q. 
(103 subjects). Proctor's15 group 
of superior Negro children dis- 
played a similar distributional 
pattern, the ratio of her group be- 
ing, girls to boys, 131:100. The 
finding, however, is strikingly dis- 
similar to the findings of other 
studies of superior children in the 
elementary schools. Terman'6 re- 
ports a preponderance of boys in 
his gifted group, the ratio, boys to 
girls, being 121.100. Witty'sl7 
gifted group is about equally di- 
vided consisting of fifty-one boys 
and forty-nine girls; and the sex 
ratio in Long's18 group of superior 
Negro children (34 cases) is 
113:100 in favor of the boys. 

Distribution in Terms of Age- 
and Grade-Levels.-At no age is 
there found an unusually large 
number of subjects. The model age 
is eight years, there being twenty- 
three children of this age. The ten- 
year-olds contribute the next larg- 
est number of subjects, twenty 
children being in this age category; 
seventeen children are below age 

15L. S. Proctor, op. cit. 
"L. M. Terman, op. cit. p. 49. 
"7P. A. Witty, op. cit. p. 29. 
18H. H. Long, op. cit. The sex distribu- 

tion, which does not appear in the article, 
was furnished the writer by Dr. Long. 
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eight. The mean age is 9 years, 7 cent of the grandparents being na- 
months, (S.D. =- 1.6). Table IV tives of a Southern state. 
shows the age-grade distribution. Education of Parents.-The par- 

TABLE IV. AGE-GRADE PLACEMENT OF 103 NEGRO CHILDREN OF 
SUPERIOR INTELLIGENCE 

Grade Placement 
Age 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total 
6- 6-11 ....................... 3 3 
7- 7-11 ....................... 2 10 2 14 
8- 8-11 ....................... 11 10 1 1 23 
9- 9-11 ....................... 4 7 1 1 13 

10-10-11 ....................... 6 9 3 2 20 
11-11-11 ....................... 1 8 4 13 
12-12-11 ....................... 3 10 1 14 
13-13-11 ....................... 3 3 

Total ........................ 2 24 16 14 12 15 19 1 103 
Mean grade ....... 5.3 Mean age ... ... 9 yrs., 7 mos. 
S.D. ....... 1.6 S.D..20 months 

Hereditary and Environmental 
Background 

Data relative to the hereditary 
and environmental background of 
the subjects were secured by means 
of interviews with the parents of 
sixty-four children of 125 I.Q. and 
above and by administration of the 
Sims Score Card for Socio-Econo- 
mic Status to the superior group 
and to a control group. 

Birthplace of Children and of 
Parents.-The superior group is 
predominantly a Chicago-born 
group, 73.4 per cent of the chil- 
dren were born in Chicago, while 
15.6 per cent were born in a South- 
ern state. (It is perhaps significant 
that not a single member of the 
superior group has ever attended 
school in a Southern state.) The 
parents and grandparents of these 
children, on the other hand, were 
chiefly Southern born, 67.4 per 
cent of the parents and 85.6 per 

ents constitute a well-educated 
group. The median father has had 
13.9 years of schooling and the 
median mother has had 12.8 years 
of schooling. The findings here are 
similar to those of other invesiga- 
tors, Terman19 found the median 
amount of schooling for parents of 
his gifted group to be 12.1 years: 
and for Witty's20 group the median 
amount of schooling was 13 years 
for the fathers, and 12 years for 
the mothers. Approximately 60 per 
cent of the fathers and 70 per cent 
of the mothers of Proctor's21 group 
of superior Negro children had 
had training above the high school 
level. 

Occupational Status of Parents. 
-The percentage of fathers fall- 
ing in the various categories of the 
Taussig Scale22 is as follows: 

19L. M. Terman, op. cit. 
o'P. A. Witty, op. cit. p. 10. 
'IL. S. Proctor, op. cit. p. 49......... 
'F.- W. Taussig, Principles of Econom- 

ics Vol. II. New York: Macmillan, 
1916. pp. 134-147. 
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ClacssifIcation N Per cent 
V Professional and large business ....................... 21 33.4 

IV Clerical or semi-intellectual .......................... 23 36.6 
III Skilled occupations .............................. 10 15.9 
II Semi-skilled occupations ............................ 5 8.0 
I Unskilled occupations ............................. 4 6.3 

Total . 65 100.2 

More than two-thirds of the fa- 
thers fall in the upper occupational 
levels (33.4 per cent in Group V 
and 36.6 per cent in Group IV). 
Less than 15 per cent of the fa- 
thers fall in the two lower occu- 
pational levels.23 

Table V24 shows the classifica- 
tion according to occupation of fa- 
thers of the superior group com- 
pared with similar data present by 

TABLE V. CLASSIFICATION OF FATHERS OF EIGHTY FOUR SUBJECTS ACCORDING 
TO OCCUPATION COMPARED WITH TERMAN'S AND GODDARD'S FINDINGS 

Present Terman 
Classification Study Per cent Goddard 

Per cent 29 Per cent 
Professional . ................................ 35 46 21 
Comnmercal .................................. 13 20 87 
Industrial ................................... 19 5 39 
Public service ................................ 22 3 
Personal service .............................. 10 

'The limitations of the Taussig Scale 
and other measures of socio-economic 
status, when applied to Negro groups, 
should be recognized. The hierarchy of 
occupations is not the same for Negroes 
and whites in the United States, conse- 
quently, a given occupation may repre- 
sent a different socio-economic level in 
the two groups. The classification of 
postal Workers is a case in point. Taus- 
sig places "mailmen" in Group II of his 
scale, along with semi-skilled workers 
and the like. The Negro postal worker, 
however, certainly enjoys a higher rela- 
tive status than this within the Negro 
group; the writer, therefore, feels justi- 
fied in placing postal workers in Group 
IV. Cf. in this connection J. St. Clair 
Price. op. cit. p. 431-432. 

'These data were secured from the 
subjects at the time the Stanford-Binet 
Examination was administered. 

'L. M. Terman, op. cit. p. 63. 
"H. H. Goddard, School Training of 

Gifted Children. Yonkers-on-Hudson, 
New York: World Book Co. 1928. p. 
132. 

Terman25 (gifted children) and by 
Goddard26 (superior children). 

A comparatively small percent- 
age of the Negro fathers are en- 
gaged in commercial occupations 
while a relatively large percentage 
are in public service occupations. 
The public service group is com- 
posed predominantly of postal 
workers. 

The finding that children of su- 

perior intelligence are the progeny 
of fathers in upper' occupational 
strata is similar to the finding of 
Terman, Witty and Proctor. Long's 
group of thirty-four Negro chil- 
dren of 120 I.Q. and above, how- 
ever, is composed predominantly 
of children of relatively low socio- 
economic status. 'The fathers of 
17.6 per cent of these pupils are 
professional, 23.5 per cent are 
skilled, 35.3 per cent are semi- 
skilled, 11.8 per cent are unskilled 
and 11.8 per cent are of unknown 
occupations."27 

'H. H. Long. Test results of third 
grade Negro children selected on the ba- 
sis of socioeconomic status I. JOURNAL 
OF NEGRO EDUCATION 4:203, 1935. 
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Socio-Economic Status.-The 
Sims Score Card for Socio-Eco- 
nomic Status28 was administered 
to the superior group and to a ran- 
domly selected control group. Table 
VI29 gives the distribution of the 
scores of the superior and control 
groups. The mean score of the 
superior group is 18.7 (S.D.== 6.1). 
Based on the norms for a group of 
New Haven, Connecticut school 
children (Sims' original data) this 
score represents a "high" level of 
socio-economic status. The mean 
TABLE VI. DISTRIBUTION OF SCORES ON 

THE SIM'S SCORE CARD FOR SOCIO- 
ECONOMIC STATUS, SUPERIOR AND CON- 
TROL GROUPS 

Number of cases 
Score Superior Control 
31-34 1 1 
28-30 6 1 
25-27 5 3 
22-24 9 5 
19-21 10 10 
16-18 13 9 
13-15 10 13 
10-12 7 15 
7- 9 1 4 
4- 6 2 6 

Total 64 67 
Mean score 18.7 15.6 
S.D. 6.1 5.7 

score of the control group is 15.6 
(S.D. - 5.7). This score repre- 
sents above a "medium high" level 
of socio-economic status. The dif- 
ference in favor of the superior 
group is statistically significant 

'Cf. V. S. Sims. The measurement 
of Socio-Economic Status. Bloomington 
(Illinois): Public School Publishing Co. 
1927. 

'The score of the third grade children 
were not used. The control group was 
-selected as follows: Teachers of each 
of the superior subjects were instructed 
to, "Select that pupil of the same sex 
whose name immediately follows that of 
the superior pupil on your class roll; 
Siblings and relatives excepted." Thus, 
the control group is similar to the su- 
perior group in sex and grade status. 

(D/Sigma Diff. = 3.0). In view 
of the great amount of overlap- 
ping, however, it is clear that 
whatever is measured by the Sims 
Scale is not the crucial factor in 
the superiority of the superior 
group. 

Racial Composition 
The racial composition of sixty- 

three subjects of 125 I.Q. and above 
was determined from genealogical 
data provided by parents. The 
weaknesses inherent in this ap- 
proach are recognized. In some in- 
stances individuals are unable to 
determine their own degree of 
racial mixture. The data are fur- 
ther subject to the weakness of all 
genealogical material: deliberate 
inaccuracy of report and failure to 
account for the totality of ances- 
try. That the method is essentially 
a satisfactory one, however, is at- 
tested by Herskovits who checked 
the genealogical reports of Howard 
University students, concerning 
their racial composition, against a 
number of anthropological criteria. 
Herskovits, commenting on the 
validity of the method observes: 
This is of particular methodological in- 
terest for it indicates that more use can 
be made of Negro genealogical material 
than has been thought possible. . . . 
(I believe) that for a given group for 
which genealogies are taken, such use 
can be made of their statements as to 
ancestry as can be made of statements 
from any other element of our popula- 
tion that lacks written record of ances- 
try." 

The following procedure was 
utilized in determining the racial 

*'M. J. Herskovits, The Anthropomwetry 
of the Ameriean Negro. New Work: 
Columbia University Press, 1930. p. 266. 
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composition of the children. Par- 
ents were asked to state to the best 
of their ability, their racial com- 
position, i.e., approximate propor- 
tions of Negro, white, Indian, or 
other racial ancestry. The racial 
composition of each child was then 
computed from that of his parents. 
The subjects were divided into four 
groups: (1) N (those having no 
white ancestry), (2) NNW (those 
having more Negro ancestry than 
white), (3) NW (those having 
about an equal amount of Negro 
and white ancestry), (4) NWW 
(those having more white ancestry 
than Negro). Gross classifications 
of this character tend to eliminate 
minor errors in final estimates. 

Table VII shows the number and 
percentage of subjects in each of 
the four classifications. Presented 
also in Table VII are Herskovits' 
data based on anthropometrical 

TABLE VII. THE RACIAL COMPOSITION OF SIXTY-THREE NEGRO CHILDREN OF' 
SUPERIOR INTELLIGENCE COMPARED WITH THE RACIAL COMPOSITION OF 

1,551 CASES REPORTED BY HERSKOVITS 

Herskovit's 
Classification Number Per cent Populations 

Per cent 
N ... ....................................... 14 22.2 28.3 
NNW .29 46.1 31.7 
NW ................. 10 15.9 25.2 
NWW .10 15.9 14.8 

Total ............................ 63 100.1 100.0 

and genealogical data secured from 
samplings of the populations of 
five different rural and urban com- 
munities.31 Almost one-half of the 
superior group (46.1 per cent) are 
found in the NNW category and 
slightly less than one-quarter are 
in the N classification. Thus more 
than two-thirds of the group are 

'Ibid. p. 15. 

of Negro or predominantly Negro 
ancestry. The NW and NWW 
classifications each include 15.9 per 
cent of the cases. 

These percentages are strikingly 
similar to those of Herskovits for 
the general Negro population. 
Comparing -Herskovits data with 
our own we find about the same 
percentages included in the N and 
NWW classifications, while a 
larger proportion of the superior 
group occurs in the NNW category 
than in Herskovits population. 
(46.1 per cent and 31.7 per cent 
respectively). These superior Ne- 
gro children are not atypical in 
racial composition. 

Educational Achievement 
It is well established that in gen- 

eral, above-average performance 
on mental tests is indicative of 
superior ability to succeed in the 
school situation. All investigators 

of gifted and superior children 
have found that these children, as 
a group, are accelerated in school 
and that their educational achieve- 
ment, as measured by standardized 
tests, is far in advance of both 
their chronological age- and grade- 
placement expectancy.32 

'Cf. L. M. Terman and Barbara 
Burks, loc. cit. 
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Data relative to the school prog- 
ress of the children here under 
consideration were obtained from 
the school records and from par- 
ents. The New Stanford Achieve- 
ment Test,33 Advanced Examina- 
tion, Form W, was used to measure 
educational attainment. 

Progress Through the Grades.34 
-The subjects constitute an accel- 
erated group (See Table I). No 
subject is over-age for his grade 
and 81 per cent of the group are 
under-age for grade. Only 10.6 per 
cent of the total school population 
from which the superior group was 
selected are under-age for grade. 
Thus this group of superior Negro 
children manifests eight times the 
"normal" amount of underageness. 
Sixty-seven per cent of the group 
have skipped at least one half- 
grade, the mean number of half- 
grades skipped being 1.2. None of 
the children has repeated a grade. 
The mean progress quotient (P.Q.) 
is 119 (S.D. =- 7.7).35 

These -superior Negro children 
constitute an accelerated group. 
That our subjects conform in this 
respect to the general pattern for 
children of superior intelligence 
may be seen by a comparison of 
their school progress with that of 

'Cf. T. L. Kelley, et al., The New 
Stanford Achievement Test: Guide for 
Interpreting. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New 
York: World Book Co. 1929. 

'Based on the record of 65 subjects of 
125 I.Q. or above. 

"5The progress quotient (PQ) of a 
given child is obtained by dividing the 
standard age for the child's grade by the 
child's age as of the beginning of the 
semester. Here, the standard age for 
grade is based on age-grade data for the 
population of six of the schools included 
in the study. 

groups of superior children studied 
by other investigators. Terman3" 
found that 84.9 per cent of his 
group had skipped a grade and that 
4 per cent had repeated a grade; 
the mean PQ of his group was 114. 
Witty37 reports the PQ of his group 
to be 116. Of Proctor's38 group 
of thirty Negro children of su- 
perior intelligence, twenty-six were 
under age for grade, none was 
retarded and twenty-three had 
skipped at least one half-grade. 
The New Stanford Achievement 

Test Data39 
Grade and Age Status.-In gen- 

eral the subjects have mastered 
educational subject matter (as 
measured by the test) in excess of 
their present grade placement. The 
mean group member has mastered 
educational subject matter 1.1 
grades above his present grade 
status; the range is from -.6 to 
+ 3.6 grades. Five subjects tested 
below the norm for their present 
grade placement. 

The subjects, without exception, 
exceed the test norms for their 
chronological age. The main sub- 
ject has attained an educational 
development of 2.7 grades in ex- 
cess of the average child of his 
chronological age. This is an ar- 
resting fact when one considers 
that the average subject has been 
in school somewhat less than five 
years. Two of the children have 

3"L. M. Terman, Genetio Studies in 
Genius, Vol. I pp. 257, 273. 

"P. A. Witty, A Study of One Hundred 
Gifted Children, p. 19. 

'L. S. Proctor. "A Case Study of Thir- 
ty Superior Colored Children of Wash- 
ington, D.C.," p. 43. 

Based on ninety-three cases. 
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mastered educational subject-mat- 
ter more than five grades in excess 
-of that which is their normal (for 
age) grade placement. 

Educational, Subject, and Ac- 
complishment Quotients.- The 
mean educational quotients is 
127.2 (S.D. - 10.2). The E.Q.'s 
range from 106 to 169; the distri- 
bution is as follows: 

E.Q. Frequency 
160-169 1 
150-159 1 
140-149 8 
130-139 22 
120-129 38 
110-119 22 
100-109 1 

Table VIII. shows the mean edu- 
cational quotients, subject quoti- 
ents, and accomplishment quotients 
of the superior group. The highest 
quotients are in reading and in 
language usage (the means are 

TABLE VIII. MEAN SUBJECT QUOTIENTS, EDUCATIONAL QUOTIENTS, Ac- 
COMPLISHMENT QUOTIENTS AND INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF 64 GIRLS 

AND 29 BoyS, AND OF THE TOTAL GROUP 

Subject Boys S.D. Girls S.D. Total S.D. 
Paragraph Meaning .... 135.7 16.6 135.2 12.0 135.3 13.6 
Word Meaning.136.0 13.7 135.0 11.5 135.3 12.2 

Total Reading ........ ........ 136.0 14.2 135.3 10.4 135.5 11.8 
Dictation (Spelling) ...... ...... 126.4 15.0 129.1 13.8 128.2 14.6 
Language Usage ........ ........ 133.3 22.1 134.1 18.8 133.8 19.9 
Literature ........................ 125.0 19.6 123.3 15.6 123.8 16.9 
History and Civics ............... 132.3 19.6 119.8 15.2 123.7 17.6 
Geography ..................... 127.7 16.2 123.6 15.6 125.2 16.0 
Physiology and Hygiene .......... 131.9 15.8 123.6 14.0 125.9 14.6 
Arithmetic Reasoning ............ 124.0 14.8 120.9 12.6 121.9 13.3 
Arithmetic Computation ......... 123.6 17.7 121.9 13.2 122.4 14.7 

Total Arithmetic ....... ....... 124.0 14.8 121.1 11.7 122.0 12.8 
Educational Quotient ...... ...... 129.8 11.6 125.9 9.8 127.2 10.2 
Accomplishment Quotient ........ 97.9 9.1 95.8 7.2 95.4 6.9 
Accomplishment Q Read .102.7 6.4 102.6 6.7 102.5 8.2 
Intelligence Q (Binet)........... 134.6 10.8 133.9 13.0 134.2 12.3 

135.5 and 133.8, respectively), sub- 
jects which apparently are least 
dependent on classroom instruction 
for their development. The mean 
reading quotient of the group 

40 E.Q.Educational age 
Chronological age 

(135.5) is slightly higher than the 
mean I.Q. (134.3). The lowest sub- 
ject quotient is that in arithmetic 
(mean = 122.0). 

The accomplishment quotient" 
is an approximation or crude mea- 
sure of the extent to which pupils 
are achieving in terms of their 
mental abilities. Almost without 
exception investigators have re- 
ported a negative correlation be- 
tween intelligence quotients and 
educational quotients. The ac- 
complishment quotient technique 
apparently sets an expected mea- 
sure of attainment which is too 
high for the bright to hope to attain 
in the traditional school. 

The A.Q.'s of the group range 
from 79 to 114; the mean A.Q. is 
95.4 (S.D. =- 6.9). Most of the 
high A.Q.'s were earned by sub- 

jects of relatively low I.Q. 'This in- 
verse relationship between the 
A.Q. and the I.Q. is revealed by 
the accomplishment of subjects 
within various I.Q. intervals. Table 

- E.Q. 
I.Q. 
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IX gives the mean I.Q., E.Q., and 
A.Q. of children in the I.Q. inter- 
vals 140 and above, 130-139 and 
120-129. The mean E.Q. varies di- 
rectly with the intelligence level 
while the A.Q. varies inversely. 

TABLE IX. THE MEAN E.Q. AND A.Q. FOR VARIOUS I.Q. LEVELS 

Mean Mean Mean 
.Interval No. I.Q. E.Q. A.Q. 

146 and above................................. 26 148.9 133.7 91 
130-39 ........................................ 26 134.0 126.4 95.2 
120-29 .41 123.0 122.0 99.2 

Total group ....... 4 93 134.2 127.2 95.4 

Sex Differencees in Achieve- 
ment.-In general, the boys mani- 
fest superiority in subject-matter 
attainment. The girls are superior 
to boys in only two sub-tests, those 
of spelling and language usage, 
and in neither case is the superi- 
ority statistically significant. The 
boys are superior to the girls in 
each of the other sub-tests, but in 
only one, that of history and civ- 
ics, is the difference statistically 
significant (D/Sigma Diff. 
3.05). 

Findings of Other Investiga- 
tors.42 Comparison of the educa- 
tional achievement of superior 
Negro children with that of other 
groups of superior children reveals, 
in general, a striking similarity. 
Terman's43 gifted children earned 
a mean E.Q. of 135 and a mean 
A.Q. of approximately 90. Witty44 
reports a mean E.Q. of 136 and a 
mean A.Q. of approximately 90 for 

'See for a more extended discussion: 
P. A. Witty and M. D. Jenkins, "The Ed- 
ucational Achievement of a group of 
Gifted Negro children," Journal Educa- 
tional Psychology 25:585-597, 1934. 

'L. M. Terman, op. cit. p. 291. 
'P. A. Witty, op. cit. p. 19. 

his gifted subjects. In both, of 
these studies the highest attain- 
ment is in reading and language 
usage and the lowest attainment is 
in arithmetic. It is to be noted, 
however, that our superior Negro 

children fall somewhat below other 
groups in achievement in arithme- 
tic. Proctor's45 group of superior 
Negro children also made a rela- 
tively poor record in arithmetic. 

Interests, Character and Person- 
ality Traits 

An appraisal of the total per- 
sonality of the child leads to a con- 
sideration of factors other than in- 
telligence and educational attain- 
ment. Non-intellectual phases of 
personality such as sociability, am- 
bition, character and interests are 
unquestionably of crucial import- 
ance in determining the adjust- 
ment of the individual to both 
school and life situations. 

Information concerning the in- 
terests of the-subjects was obtained 
from the subjects and from their 
parents, and data relative to cer- 
tain character and personality 
traits were secured by teacher rat- 
ings and by the administration of 
the Personal Inventory.4-. A ran- 

4'L. S. Proctor, op. cit. 
*ICf. G. C. Loofbourow, "A group 

Test of Problem Behavior Tendencies in 
Junior High School Boys. Journal Edu- 
tional Psychology,, 24:641-653, 1933. 
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domly selected control group, simi- 
lar to the superior group in sex 
and grade, was used for compara- 
tive purposes. The findings may be 
briefly summarized as follows: 

Preferred School Subjects.- 
Arithmetic is the most popular 
school subject, being liked by 58 
per cent of the superior group and 
by 70 per cent of the control group. 
Interesting is this fact in view of 
the relatively low achievement of 
the superior group in the arithme- 
tic tests. 

Preferred Activities.- Both 
groups express about the same de- 
gree of preference for various acti- 
vities such as playing, reading, et 
cetera. Seventy per cent of the 
superior group and 63 per cent of 
the control group report participa- 
tion in some group activity not di- 
rectly connected with the school. 
These data suggest that superior 
children are not less well-adjusted 
than are average children. 

Special Aptitudes.- Parents 
were asked to indicate (on a check 
list) any special aptitudes shown 
by the subjects; aptitudes were to 
be checked only if the child had re- 
vealed exceptional ability. Accord- 
ing to parents, 78.2 per cent of the 
subjects have given evidence of 
brightness, 57.8 per cent have 
special aptitude in music, and 49.3 
per cent have unusual artistic 
ability. Only 10 per cent are re- 
ported to have special aptitude 
along mechanical lines. All this, of 
course, is merely suggestive, par- 
ental reports concerning the pre- 
cocity of their children must al- 
ways be discounted. 

Ratings on Chairacter and Per- 
sonality Traits.-Subjects were 
rated, each by one teacher, on a 
rating scale which included nine 
traits: "Self-confidence," "indus- 
try," "leadership," "cooperative- 
ness," "originality," "persever- 
ance," "dependability," "ambi- 
tion," "desire to excel," "personal 
attractiveness." The mean subject 
was rated above average in each 
of the nine traits, being most su- 
perior in "ambition," "desire to ex- 
cell," and least superior in "lead- 
ership." 

Performance on the Personal 
Index.-In each of the four parts 
of the "Personal Index" the su- 
perior group made a more satis- 
factory record than did the control 
group.47 

CONCLUSIONS 
Incidence of Negro Children of 

Superior Intelligence.-Superior 
Negro children are not anomalous 
in the elementary school popula- 
tion. In view of the relatively large 
numbers of very superior Negro 
children reported by Clark, Long, 
Strachen, Hewitt, Proctor, and the 
writer, it is singular that there 
still persists the idea that the 
Negro child of high I.Q. is found 
but rarely. This point of view, 
which should be emended, has 
arisen from an uncritical analysis 
of test data. Most of the studies 
concerned with the mental test per- 
formance of Negro children have 
been conducted in localities which 
provide meager opportunities for 

'7Due to lack of satisfactory statistical 
control the test data will not be given 
here. 



A SOCIO-PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY 189 

educational and cultural develop- 
ment. In such localities the poten- 
tialities of Negro children cannot 
be realized. Given opportunity for 
development, however, the gifted 
Negro child will emerge. 

Girls are found with greater 
frequency than are boys in the su- 
perior group, the ratio being 
233:100 (on the basis of the Stan- 
ford-Binet I.Q.). This preponder- 
ance of girls is observable at every 
I.Q. level, and was found in all but 
one of the seven school canvassed. 
The finding here is similar to that 
of Proctor48 whose group of su- 
perior Negro children includes 
more girls than boys, but dissimi- 
lar to that of Long49 whose su- 
perior group includes more boys 
than girls. The available evidence, 
however, supports the tentative 
conclusion that, in the Negro ele- 
mentary school population, more 
girls than boys are to be found in 
the high I.Q. levels. 

Superior Negro children are 
spread rather evenly throughout 
the various age and grade levels, 
no age or grade having a prepond- 
erance of subjects. The findings 
here are at variance with the fre- 
quently-expressed opinion that 
Negro children tend toward medio- 
crity above the primary-school 
level. A definite conclusion-relative 
to this question, however, must 
await a follow-up study of the 
group. 

The Effect of Racial Composi- 
tion.-The findings indicate that 
intelligence-test performance of 

'L. S. Proctor, op. cit. 
'H. H. Long, op. cit. 

elementary school-children is not a 
function of "race". The discovery 
of a Negro child who scores in the 
very highest range of the Stanford- 
Binet scale constitutes one of the 
most significant findings of this 
study. The I.Q. of this girl (I.Q. 
200) has been equaled or excelled 
by fewer than ten of the hundreds 
of thousands of children to whom 
intelligence tests have been ad- 
ministered. This one case, which 
is well authenticated, shows that 
Negro children are to be found in 
the very highest range of test-in- 
telligence. 

That Negro ancestry is not a 
limiting factor in intelligence-test 
performance is suggested further 
by the racial composition of our 
subjects. In racial composition an 
American "Negro" may range 
from practically pure white to 
"pure" Negro. Now, if whites are 
superior to Negroes in intelligence- 
test performance because of a 
racial factor, a group of Negro 
children of superior intelligence 
should be composed predominantly, 
if not exclusively, of children with 
large amounts of white ancestry. 
This group of Negro children of 
superior intelligence, however, 
constitutes a typical cross-section, 
in racial composition, of the Ameri- 
can Negro population. The findings 
of this study suggest that the dif- 
ferences in the test performance of 
white and Negro children found by 
so many investigators are not due 
to inherent racial factors. 

Superior Negro Children not 
Different From Other Superior 
Children.-One may note a well- 
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marked tendency in educational 
circles to set up a dichotomy. based 
on assumed Negro-white differ- 
ences. There is evidence, however, 
that Negro children are not inher- 
ently different from other Ameri- 
can children. Certainly, sufficient 
facts have been adduced here to 
indicate that superior Negro chil- 
dren exhibit the same character- 
istics that typify other "racial" 
groups of superior children. In 
home-background, in developmen- 
tal history, in physical develop- 

ment, in school progress, in educa- 
tional achievement, in interests, in 
activities, and in social and per- 
sonal characteristics Negro chil- 
dren of superior intelligence re- 
semble other American children of 
superior intelligence. 

The data presented here concern- 
ing Negro children of superior in- 
telligence add weight to the al- 
ready abundant evidence that in- 
telligence and educability are mat- 
ters of individual differences 
rather than of racial differences. 
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